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Description:
Cheryl Brown describes growing up in Pittsburgh and Washington D.C. before moving
to San Bernardino in the late 1950s. She describes her experiences facing racial and
gendered barriers at San Bernardino High School and struggles finding work in the city
where Black people were excluded from most jobs. She also shares many positive
memories of growing up in a vibrant Black middle class neighborhood on the westside
of the city, stories of key community leaders, the Black History Parade, NAACP, NCNW
and memories of Black businesses in the area. She discusses her memories of St. Paul
A.M.E. Church, and how early experiences taking care of her grandmother led to her to
be a lifetime advocate for the elderly. She shares stories of how desegregation and
redevelopment (especially building the freeway) affected the westside of San
Bernardino. She describes her work with the Black Voice and her work in the
community which helped pave her path to becoming a member of the California State
Assembly.
Keywords:
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• NCNW
• Precinct Reporter
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Saint Paul AME Church
Black Voice News
Franklin Junior High
San Bernardino High School
San Bernardino Valley College
Checkmate Program
Rose Bowl Parade
Mr. Buck’s Horse Ranch
Anne Shirrells
Black History Parade
Eula McClaney
Muhammad Ali

Spatial Coverage:
Name of Site (if relevant)

General Location/Address

Saint Paul AME Church

6th and Harris, San Bernardino

Precinct Reporter

Baseline and Medical Center Drive, San
Bernardino

Anne Shirrell Hosted Dances for Teens

Johnson Hall, Wilson & 9th Street San
Bernardino

Mr. Buck’s Horse Ranch

End of 9th St behind Arroyo Valley School
San Bernardino

Inghram Grocery Store

6th and Harris San Bernardino

San Bernardino Auditorium

6th and E

Temporal Coverage:
• 1950s - 2010
Key Events:
• Robert Kennedy visiting San Bernardino
• School Desegregation Efforts
• Effects of Desegregation
• Founding of the Black Voice News
• Miss Black San Bernardino at the Rose Bowl Parade
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Key Organizations:
• NCNW
• NAACP
• Precinct Reporter
• Black Voice News
• San Bernardino American News
• St. Paul A.M.E. Church
Interview Index:
Media Format

Time
(hh:mm:ss)

Topic Discussed

Digital Video

00:01:13.000

Mrs. Brown details her childhood experiences and
observations in Pittsburgh and Washington DC.

Digital Video

00:06:40.000

Mrs. Brown discusses why she moved to
California.

Digital Video

00:10:49.000

Mrs. Brown recalls discrimination she faced at San
Bernardino High School.

Digital Video

00:01:50.000

Mrs, Brown discusses early struggles with
employment.

Digital Video

00:07:16.000

Discusses the congregation of Saint Paul AME
Church

Digital Video

00:24:22.000

The start of Black Voice News

Digital Video

00:35:11.000

Mrs. Brown describes black businesses and their
locations within San Bernardino

Digital Video

00:47:21.000

Discusses her affinity for elderly people, in relation
to her current position as the CA State
Commissioner of Aging

Digital Video

00:48:52.000

Talks about the NAACP and the NCNW

Digital Video

01:20:13.000

Recalls the fight for racial equality at the Rose
Bowl Parade
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Digital Video

01:23:47.000

Discusses picketing and marches

Full interview transcript can be found below.
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Interview Transcript
Start of Interview:
[00:00:00]

00:00:04.000
Hailey McKenzie: Hi, my name is Hailey McKenzie and I'm here today on March 18,
2021 with Romaine Washington to interview Mrs. Cheryl Brown for The Bridges That
Carried Us Over Archive of Black History in the Inland Empire, a project founded by
Wilmer Amina Carter at Cal State San Bernardino. So to start us off. Can you spell your
name for us.
Cheryl Brown: Yes. Cheryl, Brown, Brown.
Hailey McKenzie: Thank you. And then, let me
00:00:42.000
Cheryl Brown: I wonder if I should use my maiden name too, what do you think?
Romaine Washington: yes, let's put your maiden name in there.
Cheryl Brown: Okay. It would be Minter-Brown, and that's MINTER and then -Brown.
Romaine Washington: yes.
Hailey McKenzie: All right, thank you. um so our first question is can you tell us a little
bit about where you grew up and some of your early childhood memories?
00:01:13.000
Cheryl Brown: I remember, I grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in my earlier years.
I can remember. I can remember elementary school. I can remember kindergarten.The
reason I remember kindergarten is because some of the upper class, kids one day
came and knocked me down on the ground. And when they knocked me down on the
ground, the principal called my mother to pick me up. So whenever whenever she
came, she cleaned me off, she took me over next door to the old folks home. And those
people over there treated me so nice. They treated me jujust wonderfully. So, that's my
earliest memory of being a young, being a child. We lived in a place, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, that… we lived in a big house with my grandmother and grandfather, my
aunts. It was a humongous place, it was like one of those big old old houses that was in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at that time.And when we left Pittsburgh. When we left
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Pittsburgh. We moved to Washington DC.And I remember I was in the third grade,
when I left Pittsburgh. When I came back to Pittsburgh or when I got to Washington DC,
they said that I read so well that they wanted to skip me a grade so I was skipped from
the third grade to the fourth grade. And that's the worst thing you could do to a child.
Because you miss all of the building blocks that fourth grade gives you. I did say fourth
grade, did I, did I say that?
Romaine Washington: You skipped third grade to fourth grade.
Cheryl Brown: So I skipped third grade
Romaine Washington: And went right to fourth grade
Cheryl Brown: And went to fifth grade… wait a minute. Wait, wait, wait, Let me think.
00:03:53.000
Cheryl Brown: My husband's laughing at me. He said I haven’t told it in so long I forgot.
Romaine Washington: We know the most important thing is that you were so smart
that you skipped a grade and in the process you miss some of that socialization is some
of those building blocks in elementary.
00:04:12.000
Cheryl Brown: Right, right.That was when I went to Washington DC, and Washington
DC was segregated. Pittsburgh wasn't, we didn't, we didn't have a segregated school
there. But when I went to Washington DC, my father got a job with the IRS. He became
an IRS agent. And we lived in Washington DC for some time.We had… looking for a
place, as we were going into Washington. We had to live in Baltimore for a while, but it
wasn't a long time.
00:04:51.000
Cheryl Brown: But anyway when I, when I went to, like I said Washington DC, my
reading level, they said was very very high and that I should do well in the next grade.
Romaine Washington: Yeah.
00:05:06.000
Cheryl Brown: Soon, we went back to Pittsburgh. However, our family moved back to
the family house, and we moved around a couple of times in Pittsburgh. Before we
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settled on buying a house in this,it was called Penn Township Area. And that particular
that particular thing.I went to. *computer dings* I can't believe this.
00:05:56.000
Cheryl Brown; At that particular time. I finished Junior High School in Lincoln Park. It
was called Lincoln Park Junior High. It was elementary and junior high and went to ninth
grade. At that time, my dad and a friend of his, he worked for the Pittsburgh Courier, a
black newspaper.
And he just got this hankering to just leave Pittsburgh and go to California.
00:06:30.000
Cheryl Brown: And he would say, I want to go to California, because that's where
pretty people are. And, and, instead of just saying - my mother said we're not going to
California my mother's here my sisters and my brothers - I'm not moving to California.
So my father decided, “Well I'm going to move.” And I saw him taking his clothes and I
said, where are you going? He said the cleaners. And he took all his clothes, and he
went to California.
Romaine Washington: Wow.
Cheryl Brown: Then my mother questioned me. And when she questioned me I said
well, he said he was just going to the cleaner. He had left, and come to California and
left us in Pittsburgh. So my mother said now, we are a family, and we are going to stay
together.And my mother came out to California and told him that we would all move out
there with him, if that was his desire. And so then the two of them came back to
Pittsburgh, picked us all up and brought us to Los Angeles, California.
00:07:46.000
Their good friend lived in Pasadena, so that was one of our first stops: the white family.
My mother grew up with them whenever she was a little girl in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
so it was somebody that she knew very well. When I came, when I moved to Los
Angeles, I was to attend Dorsey High School. So I attended Dorsey. In the meantime,
my father was still looking for a job. And he finally landed something in San Bernardino,
California. At Norton Air Force Base, and that's how we came to the Inland Empire. I
absolutely loved it. My mother and my father hated it. They thought this is the most
country place, I don't want to be here. And so my dad was ready to leave San
Bernardino quickly. He'd stayed, they, you know, he stayed through my high school.
And they stayed through that and didn't leave - they didn't leave for several years after
that.
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But my father eventually opened his own business in Los Angeles, on what was called
Santa Barbara St, or Santa Barbara Avenue. The business is still there it's called Tax
Methods because he had been an internal revenue agent he knew how to do taxes. So
that became his life's work, and that's what he did for the rest of his life. He died in
2000. He decided, after I got married, that since I was the only girl… After I got married,
he decided that he could then leave San Bernardino, and move into Los Angeles, and
my mother again decided she wanted to go to Los Angeles too so she moved as well.
They were, my parents were strict, but my mother said she wasn't as strict as her
mother was.
00:10:04.000
But in San Bernardino, I went to San Bernardino High School. And some of the things
that happened at San Bernardino High School are probably seared in my memory, and
one of them is that one of the counselors told my mother. “I think that she's very dumb,
and what you need to do is,” she said, “she's not really college material. So would you
have to do is make sure that she gets a good husband, and she learns how to take care
of him”. That's the thinking then, especially, especially for African Americans.
Romaine Washington: Yeah
Cheryl Brown: My mother was so angry. Oh, I remember that day so well. She said
this child skipped a grade and you're gonna tell me that she's not intelligent.? Oh, she
just went on and on. And she really got angry with the school and said my daughter's
going to be a teacher and she started preparing me to be the teacher. Ended up, she
became the teacher. For years she was a teacher of Headstart after she moved into Los
Angeles. She went back to school, she was a lifelong learner, and she believed that
she, that that was her calling to be a teacher with the little tiny kids, which was great.
At San Bernardino High School, they all had every, I guess every school, had their
pecking system, or, you know, but we weren't allowed to belong to certain clubs and
groups. We were not allowed, for example, to be a cheerleader. But we could be in the
drill team. So I chose the drill team to be a part of. We're not allowed to be at some of
the clubs on campus. And it wasn't something that said “you're not allowed to be there,”
there was no sign that said that it was just common knowledge, and you didn't see
anybody else that was there, looked like you.
Romaine Washington: What years was that?
Cheryl Brown: That was 1959, 1960, 61. I graduated in ‘61.
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Romaine Washington: Wow, okay. Huh.
Hailey McKenzie: So, earlier you mentioned that your parents didn't love it when you
first moved to the area, but you did, so can you kind of describe what you liked about it.
00:12:50.000
Cheryl Brown: I liked the weather. There was no snow.I can see snow in the
mountains, but I didn't have to be out in the snow. I hated snow.And it was just always
so cold in Pittsburgh. And so, I liked the weather in, in California. I also liked the people.
We had a great neighborhood with wonderful wonderful people. We had the doctor live
next door to us. Dr. Holder lived next door to us.
Romaine Washington: Yeah
Cheryl Brown: Across the street were two teachers. On the corner was a military
family. Across the street was others; it was a great community. It was segregated. San
Bernardino was segregated. If you were black you couldn't live in a white neighborhood
here, you had to live in your own neighborhood. And I lived on the 20th… in the 20th
Street neighborhood, which was just as I look back on it now, it was quite an experience
for us to grow up in, and to get the feel good about yourself, because you could see
other people who were so successful, living in that same neighborhood. That's one of
the things that integration robbed from us, is that people who were different… I don't
want to say classes, but that's the kind of thing that I want to try to get to is they had
different, different things in their lives. I mean like doctors, lawyers, military officers, all
of those people, they all lived in the same community together, and that's what made
our community very rich, is you had somebody to learn from, somebody to look up to.
And not drugs or any of the things that you know now that you hear about. We didn't
have anything like that. It was a great community.
Hailey McKenzie: Can you share some stories about those people, and what you've
learned from them?
00:15:16.000
Cheryl Brown: Um, I think I can share the... Think about it. the people in our
community. I'll talk about Pauline January. Her name was Pauline Hobbs before that. As
a matter of fact she is my daughter's godmother. She was a teacher and she always
expected and made us do our best. She was like a gym teacher. Yeah, she, what did
they call it? Physical Ed. I'm sorry, she was a physical education teacher and she
always just expected us to do our best and had us working and going - I’d clean her
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house, I’d take care of her baby. I would do whatever I needed to do because I liked
being around her, she was very encouraging.
Come to find out she was my husband's, her sister was my husband's godmother back
in North Carolina. We didn't know that. She came from Virginia. We didn't know until
one day we were talking about that topic and she said come in and she said “you’re
who?”, and the conversation got. And here her sister was his sister’s godmother. When
his sister came to live with us to go to high school here it connected back up with that
family. So that was a good thing.
17:12
Yeah, there was a lady in our community. This is a long time ago. Her name was Anne
Shirrells. And Ms Anne Shirrels, and we have a park named for her. That's what I was
saying I couldn't...I don't know why I couldn't remember it. But Mrs Anne Shirrell used to
do all of the weekend parties and so forth that we had down at Johnson Hall. Johnson
Hall was located down in the middle of the, the projects area where people who are very
very poor live. Anyway, she was like, you’d have a party - you’d go to Johnson Hall for
the party. What she would do is once you got in, you didn't leave out til your parents
were out there to pick you up. And we did not cross her. I don't know what she would
have done, but we didn't cross her, because we respected her authority, and we
respected her, and she was, she was quite a person and if you ever. If you hear about
her young people who, who at my age, they could tell you that she was strict. She was
no nonsense. And she only wanted the best for you as a, as a student and as a child as
a young person. So, I never got in any trouble. No, I wouldn't. That was not going to get
in trouble because then that gets home to your mom. And then you get a whipping,
even, even in high school.
00:18:58.000
Romaine Washington: Yeah. What was your first job in San Bernardino?
Cheryl Brown: That's another thing. In San Bernardino I couldn't get a job. No, unless
you consider babysitting that's, I mean that. That was always, I guess you could say the
first job but a real job where you go and you work and you get a paycheck.
Romaine Washington: Yes
Cheryl Brown: We had to leave San Bernardino, go to Palm Springs and clean the
motels, if we wanted to get - have any money in the summer.
00:19:34.000
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Romaine Washington: Wow
Cheryl Brown: They paid us $1.25 an hour. And we had to clean dirty motels. It taught
me that no, I'm not going to do this the rest of my life. I'm going to college. And I came
back and started going to college, down at San Bernardino Valley College.
Romaine Washington: Yeah.
00:19:58.000
Cheryl Brown: When I got there is, it's almost like people want to teach you what they
want to teach you. I didn't - It wasn't what my family had been teaching me about my
history. So I was very disappointed with the kind of education I was receiving. And I
went and reported it. Because the things they were saying just were not true.
Romaine Washington: What year was that? Because you went to Palm Springs for
awhile and then
Cheryl Brown: Palm Springs in the summer
Romaine Washington: Oh summer!
Cheryl Brown: You said what was your first job
Romaine Washington: Okay in the summer you and then you... Okay, yeah.
Cheryl Brown: We come back and yeah okay we did that in the summer. And then we
come back and do what we had to do at home; go back to school.
Romaine Washington: Okay and Valley College was not that far from here.
Romaine Washington: Yeah.
Cheryl Brown: So we did San Bernardino Valley College. Now, that's another thing. I,
in the meantime, 1963 got married. And when I got married, it was kind of difficult to go
to school even though I was still going to school. It took me from 1961 to 1971 to
actually graduate from San Bernardino Valley College. Ten years I wasted, ten years.
And, but meantime I had three kids. And I had a husband and he was a good provider.
So, I was okay.
00:21:45.000
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Romaine Washington: Yeah. 10 years is… During that time period.You had your
babies and a lot happened politically. Not just in San Bernardino, and in the country. Do
you remember any of those things?
Cheryl Brown: I remember when John Kennedy. I remember when John Kennedy, his
brother came. That was when I was in high school. He came to San Bernardino, and
was telling everybody, he was on the corner, telling everybody about his brother.
Romaine Washington: Oh wow.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, that was, that was really something. So whenever it came time
for us to get involved politically. He had already set the groundwork, and we got
involved and started working for John F Kennedy, my husband and I both. But we
weren't married then, but yeah this was before we got married.
Romaine Washington: So John F Kennedy brought you guys together.
Cheryl Brown: No, no. I'm just saying that.
Romaine Washington: No, I'm just saying, you know, just the idea of both of you guys
working
Cheryl Brown: Well, yeah we worked together on… we got involved and we'll work
together but I wasn't married to him then, nor. I think we were all just friends in the
neighborhood, like I said 20th Street was a great place to grow up, And I met my
husband, on a corner on 20th Street.
And he happened to... his brother was in the military. And he came here with his
brother. And I met him. Whenever he came down. He came to just find out what the
neighborhood was about. He didn't know anything, any people, he didn't know anybody,
but somebody told him about our street, and how the kids over there were good to hang
out with. You won't get in trouble or anything like that. So he came over on the street
and met some people, and we all just started being friends. And before long
friendship...The friendship turned to relationship love and marriage.
Romaine Washington: Anything else that you remember happening or any places in
San Bernardino, I know you talked about San Bernardino Valley College, but were there
any other places besides the neighborhood friendships that you had any other locations
that were special.
00:24:25.000
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Cheryl Brown: Saint Paul AME Church that was very special. We started going to St.
Paul once we arrived. Because when we were in Pittsburgh. We went to an AME
Church with my grandmother. And so when we came here, we joined St. Paul AME
church, and it was, it was a very very old building. The building was the, I guess the
churches first or second building, it was it was pretty, it was pretty old, and soon it was
condemned. That's why we're in the church that we're in the building that we're in now.
But St. Paul had a pastor. And he was Reverend Williams. Robin Williams as a matter
of fact baptized - I was looking at my brother's baptismal record - he baptized my
brother. I think I was already baptized I'm not sure, but anyway baptized my brother
there at the old St Paul AME Church, and soon he was gone. And once he left.
Reverend William Jacks moved into town, and he took over St Paul. Well, Reverend
Jacks I and I tell it sometimes to people, Reverend Jacks I thought didn't like kids
because I was trying to be involved, and I was, I was 16 and I'm like okay let's get the
kids together and do YPD [Young People Division] and do this, do that. And one day he
just looked at me and said something that made me know that he was not very happy
with us or not happy being here.
Fast forward, all those years. He came back, because he loves that he fell in love with
San Bernardino, and the congregation at St Paul AME for 14 years after I had grown up.
And he apologized, because he said that he was upset about something when he first
came here, he apologized. And we went forward. Fast forward a few more years; Who’s
my pastor now? Stephen Shepherd, Reverend Jack's grandson. And we absolutely love
him. Yeah, Reverend Jacks was quite a, quite a pastor, he had jokes and he had, he
was, he was something. It was very very special him and his wife, brought our church a
long way. And he stayed there for 14 years, which is very unheard of in the AME faith
because it's one year at a time that you’re assigned to the church. So, Reverend Jacks
was a. He let us do, he let us do whatever we wanted to do to make sure we were doing
God's work in our community. And so we did all kinds of things. We'd have on Friday
night, we'd have the kids come the young people come, and we’d do Friday Night Live.
And we did. I started and he started a group of seniors. And they were the Golden
Gleaners.
Romaine Washington: Oh!
Cheryl Brown: And so that was, that was a few years into his, a few years into him
being here was when I started Golden Gleaners because my grandmother came to live
with me, and I needed her to have something to do. She was so bored being at home.
So I started this group at the church. And it didn't help a whole lot because she was
going into dementia and I didn't understand the dementia at that time. But, she still liked
to go out of the house and go somewhere. And that worked for her. And then we'd have
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lunch and we'd have a program and they'd sit around and sing songs. Miss Inghram,
Dorothy Inghram, used to be our pianist for those meetings and she would come and
play the music and the seniors really enjoyed it.
Hailey McKenzie: So, earlier you hadn't mentioned how segregation, kind of in a way
helped your neighborhood form community. And see, people of the same race doing
great things and how that was last with desegregation. Are there any other changes you
noticed in the westside with desegregation?
00:29:30.000
Cheryl Brown: Desegregation brought instability to our community. And it brought in it brought in people who didn't have the same values. The - what I was talking about
was the values were there. If you were not, if you were not doing what you were
supposed to do, you had people across the street, people next door who would actually
whip you or do something and say now you go home and tell your mother I did it. And
so you always had people that were looking out for you. When people came in, that
didn't have the same value system, and maybe it's good nobody ever does, nobody
ever disciplined us and misused us. But, but, when people came in, they didn't have the
same values as we had. So, it was different. Yeah, it was different.
Romaine Washington: Do you remember businesses that might have been there that
were there during segregation, that left after desegregation?
00:30:51.000
Cheryl Brown: Well you had down on, down across the street from St. Paul AME
church the old one down at 6th and Harris; The Inghram's had a grocery store, they had
a little grocery store.
Romaine Washington: Okay.
Cheryl Brown: And after, after integration it was gone. They didn't hold on to that. We
had… I’m trying to think... we had a huge grocery store on the west side that was
owned… Well no, I better not say that because that wasn't when I was a kid that wasn’t
after integration, that was well after integration. But whenever we, the houses in the
community; When they started integrating it was really interesting, because as people
came in the Norton Air Force Base, they started steering them to Highland and to the
west side, I mean to the east side of town, couldn't quite understand what they were
doing, but they were trying to integrate San Bernardino’s housing, because San
Bernardino was completely segregated. You better not even think about going over on
Del Rosa. You just didn't go over there.
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Romaine Washington: What was the Inghram's grocery store name?
Cheryl Brown: Inghram’s grocery store. Think that's what it was Inghram’s grocery
store. I have to go back and and look at some of the pictures, but yeah down there in
that little area of 6th and Harris, or where AME church was, where the Inghram's lived,
where it was a whole group that lived down in there, and and not far from there was
around the corner on I think it was Seventh Street that’s where the Baptist Church, New
Hope Missionary Baptist Church was. So sometimes we would as young people, we
would get together because our churches were not that far apart, and we would have
the Sunday afternoon programs, and we would do it with New Hope. There
weren't a whole lot of churches around here at that time but that was - those two were
the dominant and the oldest churches in the community. And both of them have pastors
that were outgoing.
Romains Washington: So there was the Inghram's grocery store. I kind of remember,
and vague memory cause I was so little, there was like a gas station, and I think there
was where Franklin Elementary.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, there was a gas station right there but the gas station wasn't
owned. I don't think that gas station was owned - Let me see. Hardy, was the gas
station there across the street from the old black voice office, was that owned by a black
person? Yeah. No, that wasn't owned by black person. But there was always black
people there.
Romaine Washington: Yeah.
[Hardy Brown talking, inaudible]
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, he said it was a mobile station but it wasn't owned by African
Americans... Oh, okay. He said, that's what I was thinking. He said later, Willie Clark
owned that gas station. Okay, and that's on the corner of Baseline, and it used to be
Muscott Street now it's Medical Center Drive.
Romaine Washington: That's what it used to be called, I was back in my - Okay. Yeah.
00:35:29.000
Cheryl Brown: Yeah. And we had a, we had that particular place in that area. People
sometime would gather for different kinds of activities, mostly protest.
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Romaine Washington: That's what I remember
Cheryl Brown: And they protested because in LA, in Los Angeles, they were having
Watts riots. And so our mayor Al Ballard decided he was going to get in on some of the
things that was going on right there in LA. And he put guns on the fire trucks. And when
you put guns on the fire trucks that went all over the nation. That we were acting so bad.
We were so terrible that they had to put guns on the fire trucks. And our kids and our
people here were not being, we're not burning nothing. We didn't do any of that. And we
got a bad reputation because of it.
Romaine Washington: Wow. Wow.
Cheryl Brown: We did put it him out of office too
Romaine Washington: I remember that. Um, so the Precinct Reporter was on
Baseline and Muscott also
Cheryl Brown: It was on Baseline and I don't know what that little street is right there
but yeah Precinct Reporter was located there. And they used to be an orange paper
that they threw in your yard you remember?
Romaine Washington: Yes. Yeah.
Cheryl Brown: So, and they are now. They were probably eight to10 years older than
the Black Voice and American News. American News I think was one of the - it was the
second Black newspaper here. Yeah, it was the second Black newspaper, and Mr. Sam
Martin was the owner.
And that's how we got into the newspaper business is through Mr Sam Martin.
Romaine Washington: What made you decide to do - I know I'm kind of going - what
made you decide to do newspaper, to get into the newspaper business?
Cheryl Brown: Well my husband always thought that his salary was coming from one
place. So if his salary is coming from one place. He didn't have any diversity. If he lost
his job we’d lose everything. So he wanted to make sure that we could have a business.
And that was always something that we strove for. That was something that we strive
for is to have the business. So
Hardy would tell me, I would be home - I was at home by that time and he says, you
know, you need to go and help Mr. Martin. And I said, Okay, so bundled up the baby,
my grandmother and we would go to his house, where his office was in his garage. And
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we would go and help him with the newspaper. So then we decided we want to still
have a business of our own.
So we saw a building, which used to be a liquor store on the corner of Tijuana and
Baseline and that liquor store. We had Miss Claudia Makin, who was a Realtor, go and
try to see how much it would cost for us to buy it. Well, she went to do that and we
decided that we wanted a printing company. just a minute.
00:39:33.000
Cheryl Brown: What was I talking about? We bought the building. We went down,
Claudia went to the owner, and the owner said, first of all, she called him and she
doesn't sound like she's Black so Claudia was trying to make the deal for the, for us to
get the building. He says, Oh he talked about, “Why would you want to have a building
over there? Oh, that's a terrible neighborhood. He was just running the day he's trying to
sell a building and he was running late. So, what he did was when he saw Claudia, the
price dropped. He was embarrassed. He was very embarrassed, and we were able to
buy that building and keep it for a lot of years and paid it off and so forth and so on.
Romaine Washington: I'm not gonna I'm gonna let Hailey go on and ask because I
have a million questions.
Cheryl Brown: You can go ahead, ask them! They're gonna edit this all down.
Romaine Washington: Okay so having the newspaper and knowing the areas so
well. What were some of the highlight, the positive and then the negative, because you
saw a lot of change from 61 to 71 with the desegregation. I don't know when you started
Black Voice News.
00:41:08.000
Cheryl Brown: 72 or 74. How that got started... the students, Mr Martin, again, was
working with the students over at UCR; Artist, Billy and some of the others. And they
wanted to start their own newspaper. They went to the school newspaper there on
UCR’s campus and told them that they wanted to put some information in the paper for
the students. And they said, No, you can't. You can't put anything. No we don't take
your information. They went down to the press enterprise. Press enterprise wouldn't
take their information. So they came back, and Mr Martin was there. And they said, Can
you help us get started? Can you help us start a newspaper? He said Yeah. And so
then they named it. They were so angry with the school paper and so angry with the city
paper that they said yeah we want a black voice newspaper. We’re naming it Black
Voice and they were like, you know, having, they were having all kinds of rallies up on
the campus. And printing this newspaper. Well, they grew up and went, graduated. And
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they, in graduating, completely left the paper and Mr Martin and us we were still
publishing paper.
I think Hardy was city editor, and I was at some other kind of editor. And so we had, we
had a stake in it. And Mr. Martin and then after a few years after a couple of years or so,
by 1980, he said I'm getting too old for this. I don't want to run to Riverside and deliver
papers and I'm just getting tired you guys have to buy the paper. So we bought the
paper from him and then changed the content and changed the paper and changed the
way that we did things. And it became very very popular. We would put my husband
had this idea that because people are so I don't know how you call it, what fickle? But
what they would do, what we would do is we would put in the paper, somebody like the
mayor, or somebody who was white. Then that white person will go to their Black
friends and say did you see me in The Black Voice. Look at that paper. People started
then reading the paper to make sure that they weren't missing any of their white friends
that were in this black paper. It was funny. That was my husband's idea. So, the
readership, then we started building readership and so forth. That was clever.
Romaine Washington: That was clever
Cheryl Brown: Very clever. Yeah, so that's how that got started. And then we didn't
have an office in Riverside at that time. And people were saying oh they're going out of
business. But what Ira Gray and Reverend Loronzo Gray, they let us come out of their
house. Whenever I was in Riverside I had a place to land. So that I didn't have to feel
like I was out there by myself. I'm always eternally grateful. Their daughter is now one of
the attorneys over in Riverside and the other kids are doing well too. Yeah, I've always
appreciated them for holding up the newspaper and holding us up and in the meantime,
and thank God for them, because they didn't give up on their own community
newspaper or on us.
00:45:13.000
Romaine Washington: Hailey I don’t wanna, go ahead
Hailey: It’s totally fine if you have questions either on this track.
Romaine Washington: I feel like I've just stepped over and, and.
Cheryl Brown: No, that's right you trying to remember your when you were kid here.
Yes, I think I'm Franklin junior high school was there,
Romaine Washington: I was going to ask you about that.
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Cheryl Brown: Yes yeah brother, my brothers (I have two brothers) and my cousins,
they went to Franklin. And my cousins. They went to Franklin. They went the Franklin
junior high school and it was they were on this track that the Ford Foundation really
earmarked that those kids, here’s some successful kids that are gonna come out of this
school. And they were.. I was, by that time and in high school, you know, I wasn't able
to get in that that wasn't my program. But, um, yeah, my brothers went to went to
Franklin. Franklin was a black school. Just like every other school on the west side. And
there came a time when our schools, some people came in and said well we don't want
segregated schools. They looked at what was going on in the white schools on the other
side of town and said no, it's not fair because we have old books, and we have our
facility doesn't look that good and everything about it was less than everyone else. So
that made these ladies decide, no we're not we're gonna we're gonna make sure that
we have at least, we have integration. Integration then brought about the thing of our
kids not being successful. Now, it wasn't so much that integration did that. But whenever
you go into a classroom, and you're ignored or people trying to figure out why you're in
our community in our school, then you’re treated differently. And whenever they um,
there came a time when my husband, they wanted to close down because they thought
they couldn't integrate the schools on the west side because they thought no white
people would come over here to go have the kids come to school. So my husband said,
“You're not gonna close down our school.” We started fighting the school district. I mean
we fought the school district tooth and nail you're not going to close down our schools.
Well they ended up, and they close down Franklin junior high school. They took the kids
and parceled them all over the whole community. Well, then they came to a school
called Muscott school. Right now, that school is Doctor Doctor Inghram, Doctor Howard
Inghram school. And they were going to close that down. So we got with the NAACP
and filed a lawsuit. Now, we weren't the parents that filed the lawsuit, whose kids'
names are on there, but we supported that effort. And, and the judge said that you know
you got to integrate the schools. That's all it is to it. And that was the beginning of the
end of I think of education.
00:49:06.000
Romaine Washington: That's what I was going to ask was because I remember there
being a little library, not far on that street I used to walk to, and then that disappeared
and …
Cheryl Brown: Well you know what happened with that, What happened with that is my
husband and I actually bought that library for $1,
Romaine Washington: Really?

19

Cheryl Brown: but we bought it for the National Council of Negro Women. Because I
was the president of the organization and this thing comes up for $1 and I said hey why
don't we buy it and that'll be our office for $1
Romaine Washington: For a dollar?
Cheryl Brown: For $1. So we bought it got all of everything done. And NCNW didn't
want to be there. They said no we don't want to be there.
Romaine Washington: Why?
Cheryl Brown: So we held on to that building for few years, and then a church wanted
to buy it. And we said well we didn't buy it for it we didn't. We didn't buy it so we'll give it
to you. We're not going to try to sell it to a church. We're not going to try to sell it to a
church. Because we didn't buy it. Yeah, so we gave we donated that building to me was
called New Life Christian Center or something like that.
Romaine Washington: Well I'm curious why NCNW didn't want to be in, was it too
small or was it the location
Cheryl Brown: Location. They went and rented the place in downtown San Bernardino
on Second Street.
Romaine Washington: They should have stayed in the… (laughing).
Cheryl Brown Yeah, that's and that's kind of sometimes when I look back on some of
the things that you try to, you try to make people understand.There was just no
understanding that this is going to be yours. yea but it's over there in that neighborhood
Romaine Washington:, Which is, and that's part of … I'm going to go off. Okay, I better
pull back.
Cheryl Brown: It’s true. It's a problem. It's a problem that we have, that, that, that
happens. And why does it happen. I don't know, it's just, not a self hate, not a self, but
it's, you just don't think it's that good because it's over here in this area or this
community.
Romaine Washington: Yes. I'm trying to think of, I'm so glad you told me. I knew that
street was a different name. Thank you for that. And then there was a convalescent
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Cheryl Brown: Convalescent home that's where my grandmother died. Um, the
convalescent home was up across the street from Community hospital.
Romaine Washington: Yes. Yeah.
00:51:58.000
Cheryl Brown: And it was Pacific, no it was Parkview?
Romaine Washington: Yes, I think it was Parkview.
Cheryl Brown: I think it was Parkview. And it was not well kept. But I remember when
they first built it. Yes, and we went in for the big party in the opening and everything. It
was very nice. And a person who was had a lot to do with that was Mr Blakely.
Romaine Washington: now that that wasn't black owned, what was black owned the
West because you said a lot of stuff wasn't really black and then I had the impression
that it was but yeah that wasn't
Cheryl Brown: It wasn’t black owned. When I think about the black owned businesses
they were basically the beauty shops. And they were beauty shops, barber shops, little
tiny convenience stores. The liquor store was owned by the Blacks that that we bought
for our for our newspaper. And then over on Highland, there was another black liquor
store. The black businesses. Oh, there was a tax company or a tax firm down on Mount
Vernon and 16th Street. And then there was also a, we had a store where you buy
supplies like when you're going, when you go to Home Depot and stuff like that.
Hardware, yea hardware store. And then going up the street, down on Mount Vernon,
you had… I'm trying to see, you had Jerry's velvet lounge.
Romaine Washington: I remember it, yeah (laughs)
Cheryl Brown: I have to go back and look on all the streets. Yea you had Jerry's velvet
lounge, you have the Kola Shanna. And before the Kola Shanna was there there was
another business called um Tops, Tops. And then up the street a little further was a
couple of more black businesses. Tops was like a restaurant, bar type thing. And up the
street further was the same. I can't remember the name of that one. We had a
Safeway.
Romaine Washington: I remember Safeway.
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Cheryl Brown: And I'll tell you a story about Safeway. Safeway, There's this lady and
she had a lot of kids, and she was very she was pretty poor. So one day she went into
Safeway. And we were talking about it she was laughing. And what she did was she
wrapped up a turkey that she picked up at Safeway wrapped it up like it was one of her
babies. And she just kept shaking the baby, and walked right out of the store with it. I
will not say her name, but we laughed about that. She is probably why we didn't have a
Safeway after that (laughs). I don't know what else did. I’m trying to think of other.
Romaine Washington: And now I know Sages wasn't in that area
Cheryl Brown: No sages was downtown right down on E and baseline. Sages was the
rich store that was when you're going into but spend a lot of money on your food you go
to say just,
Romaine Washington: I remember they used to have these blue chip stamps or some
of these books were you
Cheryl Brown: Oh yeah, we had a blue chips station. That was right down here on h
Street. Yes right across the freeway. And I still have blue chips, I still have my stamps. I
have them in here someplace, yeah, sure do. Someday people are gonna say what
what is this. So then, James Brown came out with his stamps. Yeah, James Brown
came out with the same idea. And so it went all over the nation as well.
Romaine Washington: Okay, so, I remember Golden State was next
Cheryl Brown. Yeah forgot to tell you about that. Oh, yeah. Golden State was an
insurance company. Owned by the Houston, I think, founded and started by a man by
the last name of Houston in Los Angeles. So we have out here, we had a branch, and it
was right there across the street from community hospital again. In that little shopping
center still there next door to the park view or Pacific Park convalescent home
Romaine Washington: and see that's where I remember, my mom worked there. Betty
Harden and …
Cheryl Brown: Oh my god. Oh, Betty Harden was my Aunt’s friend. I mean, she was a
good friend of Norman Zelma.
Romaine Washington: Yes. Yeah, yeah, yeah, they used to go to the Norton AirForce
base together.
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Cheryl Brown: Yes up to Norton yeah
Romaine Washington: Yeah. And Sam Jackson worked there and Leon, and I still
have some of the pictures of all of them together.
Cheryl Brown: What was Leon's last name?
Romaine Washington: Oh, I remember his wife's name was Minerva. I right now I can't
remember his name.
Cheryl Brown: Carrington, Carrington, my Husband just told me Carrington
Romaine Washington: Wow He's got a great memory.
Cheryl Brown: He has a great memory. Yeah, he can tell you all of it yeah. Leon
Carrington. Yes.
Romaine Washington: And then Sam had his own business for a while.
Cheryl Brown: Oh, he had, he had a franchise from Farmers. Yeah, I went to him to try
to change my insurance. Whenever he got into the business. And he looked at my
policy and said never leave that agency that I was with, he said, they're giving you a
deal that nobody else could ever cut. Oh, so I've been with the same insurance
company because of him for now almost 60 years, almost 60.
Romaine Washington: Wow. That that gas station. Okay. It was a drive through and
they used to sell didn't they like sell like donuts and different things that you can get like
it had a little or am I, remembering that all wrong. Cuz I'm remember things wrong
sometimes
Cheryl Brown: The gas station had donuts?
Romaine Washington: Well, okay, when I remember there was a building, and the
architecture was really unique.
Cheryl Brown: Oh I know are you talking about that was next door they're building a
tour and it down. Yeah, it was like it was like a out of space. Yeah it was a gas station
and it was. They had to tear it down because of all of the environmental stuff, and it had
a lot of leakage of the tanks underneath all.
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Romaine Washington: And that was the gas station?
Cheryl Brown: Mm hmm. That was the gas station.
Romaine Washington: Yeah, that was that architecture, that's what stayed with me
Cheryl Brown: I hope somebody has a picture of that. Yeah. Yeah, but they tore down
before we bought our building. It was or. It was either just before or just after we bought
our building next door to them. Alvin... Oh I forgot to tell you, Alvin's Music Center.
Yeah, that was a black business and he had all the records you want to think about
buying and then down across baseline across East not, not quite the East Street. There
was another record store.
Romaine Washington: Was that Groove Time?
Cheryl Brown: Yeah Groove Time, look at you.
Romaine Washingon: with Grover I remember going there, I love music.
01:00:56.000
Cheryl Brown: Yeah. So that was another important place in our community. I’m trying
to think of, the dairy was never owned by any African Americans, but we did, we spent a
lot of money there. I can remember when they used to have the gas there, and gas was
they'd have a gas and it was 29 cents a gallon.
Romaine Washington: Maybe that's what I'm thinking, I don't know if that's what I'm
thinking of
Cheryl Brown: That could be that could be because of because it was a gas station, it
was outdoor. They would sell stuff. Little grocery area. Drive up and get your milk and
get, you know,
Romaine Washington: Where was that, where was that?
Cheryl Brown: Right across, I mean, on the same side of the street as Alvin's, but right
across the alley there.
Romaine Washington: Oh, okay. Yes. Okay. What was the name of that dairy?
Cheryl Brown: Alta Dena.
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Romaine Washington: Ok yes yes yes. And then there's two more things that are
really there was a Mother Goose nursery, but I don't know where that was
Cheryl Brown: Mother Goose nursery was, it was on 16th, 17th 18th, Hardy! Where’s
Mother Goose. It was 19 Street, I'm sorry. It was 19th Street. It was right across from
the school and Belva Holder and Dr Holder built it. My mother worked there. That was
her for that was one of her first jobs out here, where she went and she actually went
back to school and took up early childhood education. And that's how she worked so
long for Head Start, and our and our wedding reception was at Mother Goose nursery.
Romaine Washington: Oh my goodness, Ah, do you have any pictures of that? The
old mother goose.
Cheryl Brown: I probably do is just that I have so many thousands of pictures that have
to figure out where it is.
Romaine Washington: Wow. I know I don't want to get way off track because I'm, you
know, I know some of what you're doing now with the elders, elderly people and I, when
you talked about St Paul AME and the Golden Gleaners. Yeah. Was there an
inspirational connection. The reason why you're, I know this is totally off our project but
does that at all. did one connect with the other in any kind of way.
01:04:09.000
Cheryl Brown: Well, I've always said, Remember I told you when I was a little girl they
took me to the old folks home. I always had an affinity. and I've always had older people
close to my heart. Yeah, my grandmother, my grandfather and my and my grandmother,
my father's mother. She lived with us, after we moved to the big house in Pittsburgh.
And so we've always lived in a communal in a commute in a commune I guess I should
say. But, huh, that and and whenever she moved out here and she's, and she would
have, you know, dementia, Alzheimer's. I had to find something else, I had to find
something for her to do. That's why I started it and I was, I was the president of NCNW,
and I said hey this is going to be a good program for NCNW to have. And so that's why I
did that National Council of Negro women is who that is by the way. And that's how we
get it started. And after a while they, new president, new people, they weren't
necessarily focused on senior citizens. Most times they were focusing focus on
teenagers and younger people.
Romaine Washington: I'm gonna let you go ahead Hailey and move. Go ahead.
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01:05:40.000
Hailey McKenzie: So, you've mentioned the NAACP and the NCNW quite a bit and I
know that you were a member of those organizations and many others. Are there any
stories you could tell to help us understand what those organizations did and for the
community.
Cheryl Brown: The NAACP meant for the community that you had some place to go
when you had a grievance, and somebody would listen to you, and you might even get
somebody to help you with the, with a lawsuit, or with whatever you needed to do to
make it right. And I say to make it right. For example, We talked about the school
desegregation. Once the schools were to desegregate. That's where our lawsuit comes
in, and the, the school district decided the way they were going to desegregate is to
close down the schools, and have our kids go to the white schools across town. Well,
my husband said no, you're not going to close down our schools to make our kids go
someplace else. They put them on the bus. We were not for busing because our
children were the ones that had to do it. And we just didn't like that. So whenever they
decided that they're going to close down the school. We started fighting it, and we went
back to the judge. We had NAACP went back to the judge. They said it is not fair. And
the judge agreed So my husband and I were able to save the school, but they had they
closed it down first. We were able… My husband says All right, you close it down. He
said Imma run for office and we'll open it back up. He ran for office, made it to the
school board. One of the first things he did was to go in and start opening up the black
schools that had been historically black. They put in the magnet school program. And in
Dr Inghram school, they connected with the hospital across the street, had they done
everything that my husband wanted them to do on that we would have more doctors
and lawyers, more doctors and nurses then you, you could even shake a stick at, but
they didn't hold on to it. This was STEM before anybody called it STEM. Yeah, and the
connection was they adopted the school. And they were supposed to come and talk to
the kids and tell them how important it was to be a doctor or a nurse or whatever, that
part kind of fell off and died. And that the school is still there, and the school is doing
well.
Oh you asked me NCNW Excuse me. NCNW did all kinds of things. We, we had a
twinning program that we worked with an African nation, the African nation of
Swaziland. We had the one of the Princesses come over and we did a… we did an
event for her. We NCNW would just we did chickens and pigs in Swaziland, so that
people.. People could... people could sponsor one, I forget what they called it but
people could sponsor a pig, they could help people so that they didn't. So they could
have their own businesses in Africa. And we were helping with that effort.
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Romaine Washington: around what year was that
01:10:08.000
Cheryl Brown: That had to be sometime. It's the decade of the 70s. Because that
was when I was really really highly involved with NCNW. As a matter of fact, I had a
program that I found out about . It was started in San Diego. So I took the program, it
was called Checkmate. Like I told you, racism was really bad. And we weren't allowed
to be candy stripers. And so we decided we would name our girls, Checkmates. It was
that they were were little blue and white checkered uniforms. Though they would go
and work in the convalescent homes because nobody was going into convalescent
homes, talking to the patients or doing anything. So my program, the Checkmates
program became really really well known.
Dr Dorothy Height, I talked to her about it, told her about the Checkmate program. And
she came out to see it! She finally put it into a national program. So the others could
duplicate it if they wanted to. One time we went to, one time we went to Washington
DC. And, Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm walked up to us and said, “Oh, who are
you and why are you dressed like that. And what do you do?” And she was like, she
was something she was really really something. And we had, it was an integrated
group. We had Latinos and whites and blacks in that group. And they were all girls. So
then the boys came along, and they said why don't you have some for boys. So we
ended up having the boys had their little checkered shirts, theirs came down to their
waist. And then they would wear black bear pants or whatever and that was their
uniform.
And then some kids came up and said well you know, we don't want to work in the
Convalescent home. We want to work in an office we want to work in ... so then we
started the Library Checkmates, and then we started the Office Checkmates. And we
kept that program going for many years. As a matter of fact it morphed into another
program that Assembly member Wilmer Carter to go on and they kind of changed the
name. They got funding, Ms Height was able to get them funding for it. And so, and it
went downtown to that NCNW building to the office down there.
Romaine Washington: The NCNW, the little, the library that you guys bought for
NCNW. I might be wrong. Mary McLeod Bethune, did she …
Cheryl Brown: Mary McCloud Bethune
Romaine Washington: McCloud, I always say McLeod, I vaguely remember something
with her Dorothy Height, the library, but just
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01:13:26.000
Cheryl Brown: McLeod Bethune was the founder of the National Council of Negro
women.
Romaine Washington: Right, and did Dorothy Height, how did …
Cheryl Brown: Dorothy Height she mentored. She was her mentee. And Dorothy
Height carried her message her water her, she made sure that we did what we were
supposed to do, according to the founder McLeod Bethune.
Romaine Washington: Yes. Okay, that's what I knew there was a connection with
Dorothy Height and McCloud Bethune. And somehow, in my mind, I associate that with
that little library so I must have read something while I was here
Cheryl Brown: Well you might have been in there too, because the kids will go down
there and volunteer. They would go down and volunteer, some of the Checkmates that
didnt wanna be in the hospital would go there and volunteer their time. And we had a
whole program we give them the training. Mrs White, Dr whites wife, would give them
the training so that they could go into the hospital and do the work. They weren't just
emptying bed pens, they were doing the work of being a CNA before CNAs were CNAs.
Some of them were able to take that training, and then go take the test and they did
become CNA, and then ultimately nurses and then, you know, I think we got a couple of
doctors, out of it as well.
Romaine Washington: That farm that used to be that there was a field and then there
was a farm. What do you know about the field in the farm?
Cheryl Brown: Where the horses were. Mr. Bucks farm?
Romaine Washington: Mr Bucks farm? Oh that was Mr. Buck’s, ok.
Cheryl Brown: It was over there at the end of California Street and you go down in that
gully and down in that he had his horses down there. So young people could go there
on Saturdays and ride the horses. [Hardy Brown speaks off camera] Oh, he says, My
husband says the end of Carbondale, you could go in. That's the way you would go in.
And that was down like by 9th Street, and you go back in the back of the projects, and
his, his place was located back there.
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Romaine Washington: There was another farm that was a dairy farm, and there was
Golden State there was a field. And behind that there was a dairy farm, I believe, and I
know I could be wrong, if that's okay.
01:16:21.000
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, there was a dairy farm back there. Oh behind the dairy. All of
that land back there was a dairy farm. Okay, that wasn't that wasn't over by Mr Buck. Mr
Buck was further. What is it, he was further west. And right now there's a school.
There's a school there, and that's Arroyo Valley School. They took part of his land.
Mr. Buck was a first or second, there's two black blacks that were were members of the
professional rodeo organization. So PRC or something like that. And they were the first
blacks in there and they had their cards with the numbers on em. I was wishing that I
could get those cards for posterity but I couldn't. But I have a lot of pictures with them.
One time he um, one time Mr Buck, they invited me to come down to this place. And he
was castrating one of the horses. That was the worst thing ever I saw in my life.
Romaine Washington: I can’t imagine
Cheryl Brown: Oh it was terrible, I might even still have pictures someplace of it, it was
HORRIBLE
Romaine Washington: Ooh ooh ohh, that must’ve traumatized, that would have
traumatized me.
Cheryl Brown: It was bad, it was bad
Romaine Washington: Oh my goodness. So, this is just rich, I'm just thank you for
sharing, you know just sharing yourself. Instead of me asking, go ahead Haley so I'm
not.
Hailey McKenzie: One small follow up that kind of sparked, you were just talking
about the Checkered group program that you started. How were relations between
minority groups in it
01:18:39.000
Cheryl Brown: Oh great, our relationships were much better than you would even
think now. And that's why there was not a big issue for them to be included in the
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Checkmates. Not at all, they wouldn't they loved it I took them all at took them to
Washington DC, they're the ones that met Shirley Chisholm.
Romaine Washington: And you said that was in the 1980s late 1970s.
Cheryl Brown: 1970s. Yeah, in the 1970s before we took over the newspaper. Yeah,
probably earlier, early 1970s, or middle of 1970s about 1975 or so.
Romaine Washington: So that's about the time that San Bernardino was deemed the
all American city because I think that was 76.
Cheryl Brown: San Bernardino was all America City and Frances Grice was the
impetus behind that. Frances actually pulled everybody together to say hey, people
need to know we get along here, all the races we're getting along, we were, we didn't
have any strife and all that stuff. and we were working together for a better community.
What happened, oh my gracious.
Romaine Washington: because that's the San Bernardino I remember from being
little, you know. Yeah, and then
Cheryl Brown: they still have a mural, when you go up the end of Eastern. They still
have the mural on the wall that says All American City 1976
Romaine Washington: Oh I'm gonna have to go take a picture of that. Oh I’m sorry go
ahead Hailey
Hailey McKenzie: You’re totally fine. One thing I had a question about was how the
building of the freeway between the west side and downtown really impacted your
community. I've heard that you have stories about this.
01:20:45.000
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, my husband named that the Berlin Wall. And what it did, what
they did was they decided that they were going to choke off the west side. So, who
decided it, I don't know. But the, but the road came… We used to walk across that
freeway when I was in high school, I used to have to cross the freeway before any cars
came on. It was, it was something, but we didn't know what it was doing to our
community. Yeah. And what they did was they built all of the off ramps to go to the other
community so that they could keep people flowing over there. But to the black
community, they wouldn't let any cars come. They choked off the Black community in
San Bernardino, they actually. It was a plan, somebody’s plan to choke us off. And it
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worked! That's why they had to spend so much money recently, to turn it around. And
yeah, and when they turned it around, I was on the Assembly, which is really good
because I got an opportunity to speak and if you go I think it's on probably on YouTube
or something. And I spoke, and I just said Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. Praise the
Lord. I feel like now we're part of this community, because we had not felt the part of
the community we were cut off.
Romaine Washington: I remember because McDonald's and this is on the other side I
remember you said that. Well, and I know we were segregated, and there were certain
areas within East Street was the first McDonald's. Did you guys ever go there was that a
treat, because you went went to San Bernardino high school,
Cheryl Brown: I went to San Bernardino high school, we used to go down there all the
time it was right, it was right around the corner from the school.
Romaine Washington: Yeah, anything else that you used to visit or do?
Cheryl Brown: Well whenever we came here, and the McDonald's was down there.
We could not get over how it only cost 15 cents to get a hamburger. That was like 15
cents for a hamburger, we came from back east, and it just and that just was a very very
low price, but yea it was a place to be. San Bernardino was San Bernardino High
School was a good High School. Yeah, it's just that. Some of the some of the norms of
the community, being segregated kind of went over into, into San Bernardino High
School.
Romaine Washington: Any other. I know you, you gave me a map, which is beautiful.
Thank you, you, you help fill in a lot for me. Was there anything else that I know we
have, and that's usually how we function and our small communities we have our things
and we don't really go and do like crazy stuff or, or, but here's here's some questions.
Cause a lot happened. I remember you mentioned John F Kennedy. But there were
other national things that San Bernardino kind of had.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah. Lyndon Johnson down on Fifth Street fifth and E, there used to
be a huge tall building that had an elevator. He was the elevator operator;
Romaine Washington: Who who?
Cheryl Brown: Lyndon Johnson. So they were having a big holiday or a celebration
downtown San Bernardino, and they invited him to come back and he came.
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Romaine Washington: Oh my gosh!
Cheryl Brown: And we used to have. We used to have a lot of concerts. My husband
and I saw and this was at. Fifth, no Sixth and E St used to be the auditorium,
Romaine Washington: near the Orange Show right or?
Cheryl Brown: No no, this was uptown. Uh huh. And this, I don't know if you would
have been, I don't know. But anyway, that's where the auditorium was. Tina Turner
came there, James Brown came there. Sam, Sam Sam Sam Sam
Romaine Washington: Cooke?
Cheryl Brown: No … [Hardy Brown Speaks off camera] Oh Ray Charles came there,
who else Hardy?
Romaine Washington: Was it just called the auditorium, was the did it have …
Cheryl Brown: San Bernardino auditorium.
Romaine Washington: Oh that auditorium! Off of east, ohh that auditorium. Wow wow.
Cheryl Brown: We used to have concerts, and it was part of the it was probably part of
the Chittlin circle. When I say that because the black up and coming and blacks who
were, who were just already established would come there and people love to go to
that.
Romaine Washington: I have no idea that that's what that was for, wow.
Cheryl Brown: One time I was there and Ray Charles was asking. He said, What is
wrong with it, because I was over by him on stage. And he was just rocking out, and he
couldn't hear the people. And he said, You know, I have a good feeling about this. I
can't hear anybody. I don't hear the people saying anything cheering or doing anything.
And the people were just real quiet. They were just listening. They were, I think they
might have been in awe. Tina Turner we went to the back of the, we went to her
dressing room, and her, she was in there and she just stripped all her clothes off. I said
to my husband you’re not supposed to look at her! Yea, she did that. We also had the
black parade, the Black History Parade. That was really big. And I used to announce the
black history parade for several years I announced it. And then, a group of people
moved in and said, Oh, we don't want this on the west side anymore we want to take it
downtown. So, they prevailed, and took it good downtown, and we really don't have a
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black history parade like that. We were called the Parade of Stars because we have
every year, we'd have a big group of stars come down to our parade, it was something
that they look forward to. Barry White came one year. One year we had Rosa Parks and
she was the. She was the Grand Marshal. We had Hal Williams, and the 227 group
came one year, we had we had,
Romaine Washington: This is not in any books anywhere though is it or pictures
Cheryl Brown: Whats the guy from Mission Impossible. Greg Morris game one year.
Um, there were just stars galore. Because those would be maybe the stars who were
the Grand Marshal. But then they had people come because they were in the parade,
they wanted to be in the parade too and they would head up one of the divisions of the
parade.

Romaine Washington: And so we don't have like any kind of history book collection of
all of the parade and all of that stuff and one.
Cheryl Brown: You know I'd have to ask I don't know if anybody catalog did or
anybody put it, I got really disillusioned whenever they thought that they shouldn't be in
the black community anymore, and we had a bunch of new people come in and say we
don't want it in the black community we want white people to have to come and see it
downtown. Well, they didn't go see it and neither did we.
01:29:33.000
Romaine Washington: Right. I would love to see when I started trying to put together
my growing up years and what it was like. And I would go to the library and look and
there was nothing we weren't there at all like what you're telling me the no pictures no,
no stories, no nothing…
Cheryl Brown: You know they’ve done a better job. I'm on the library Foundation
Board, and they’ve done in later years they've done such a good job so you need to go
down to the City Library.
Romaine Washington: I did just a couple years ago.
Cheryl Brown: And you didn't see anything there?
Romaine Washington: No, there's no books like I could go there

33

Cheryl Brown: Might not be no the California room, you have to go to …
Romaine Washington: Yep, I went to the California room, and that's how I found out
that the library that I thought was Bethune library, that's how I found that it was [unclear]
Library. Cause I was trying to find out information, but it's all kinda, you have to go in a
little place. You know I want to I want to book this is this is the set the all American black
part of the San Bernardino, you know what,
Cheryl Brown: That's a book that maybe we should sit down and write.
Romaine Washington: Yes. Yes, absolutely.
Cheryl Brown: Maybe that’s what should happen.
Romaine Washington: Yeah, yeah.
Cheryl Brown: As you can expect. I always felt that if there was something missing. I
would go and do it myself. I didn't expect anybody to do what I could do for me. That's
that. To me, that was just a real important important thing.
Romaine Washington: So it's just getting the pictures and the stories that you're
you've been telling me that. That's the golden. That’s golden
Cheryl Brown: yeah and you know if your mother was out at the base, your mother
would go out to the base with my Aunt. Wow, that that hits me out there with something
01:31:27.000
Romaine Washington: all the names that you mentioned were names I remember my
mom mentioning I didn't know people but I remember her mentioning the names
Cheryl Brown: So officers club.
Romaine Washington: Huh. Oh, well my heart's full. I'm sorry Hailey.
Cheryl Brown: Hey, Hailey she wasn't gonna talk, she was gonna let you talk.
Hailey McKenzie: It’s totally ok. Actually, on the parade, could you kind of describe like
the atmosphere at the actual event.
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Cheryl Brown: Oh, the parade was absolutely something that you look forward to
every year. The first year they had the parade. I think my husband won a bike. And we
never missed another parade after that, we would either be in the parade riding, and we
would ride in, if we if was the newspaper or if it was an organization whatever we'd
always be somewhere inside the parade, then we would finish the parade route we
would come back and then do the parade and be a part of that part of it. So, the parade
was a very very important part of the growing up. And the good thing about it was the
kids that lived in the projects, they could come to the parade they go their parents would
let them walk to the parade because it was just maybe a couple blocks from where they
live. They also not only they could walk to the parade, the businesses Tillys Mortuary,
Alvin's store. They had like a barbecue place. All of those places had the it was their
Christmas, they would have, they would have all kinds of business, because you had
like 10,000 people coming up for a parade.
Romaine Washington: Ahh so that helped. Oh and that's why they want it to move the
parade downtown then.
01:33:34.000
Cheryl Brown: I don't know why they wanted to move with downtown,
Romaine Washington: Well that kinda makes sense though cuz you know you got all
those, yeah. Oh,
Cheryl Brown: I don't know, those are still around, but they're, you know, silent right
now. When it comes to the parade. [Hardy Brown speaks off camera] Yeah, my
husband said they wanted white people to see the parade. And we said, and white
people want to see the parade then let them come over here and said, You don't. When
you go to the Rose Bowl. So, but but it was, that was what they thought, but anybody
who wanted to see the parade and people white people did come to the parade. They
just didn't know they just they just were ignorant of that particular thing. And so what
happened was we just stopped the parade just stop. We always had it televised always
been on TV on our local access station. And we always did. It was like the Rose Bowl
parade, where we would do the outtakes, and we would go and talk to, to the stars off
site or I'd have a they'd have they set me up in a chair and maybe even drapes behind
me or whatever. And I would then interview that person who came to San Bernardino,
and had never been here before.
Hailey McKenzie: And you said your, you and your husband, you remember the first
parade. Do you remember around what year that was? Do you remember around what
year the first parade was
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Cheryl Brown: The first parade was back in the 60s. Um. Do you remember what year
the parade was hun? Because the parade kept going for about 50 years. When I say it
was an old parade it was, it was. And it was very very well thought of across the nation
stars would be telling other stars about it, it was really a good parade and we would
have a ball. When you finish you are just full of energy and life, because you can see all
these young people. The kids were just having such a good time.
Romaine Washington: Do you remember what year it stopped.
Cheryl Brown: It stopped. Probably just about two or three years ago. I mean, that's, I
mean it was all scaled down, scaled down.
Romaine Washington: Right, right.
Cheryl BrownL What happened was it ended up being a parade parading around the
parking lot, down at the orange shell. And that was when I was in office that was the last
time I.
Romaine Washington: Wow. Wow. Do you have any stories about the Orange Show
because that's been around for a long time, and the Black community or
Cheryl Brown: Well I can tell you one story that is not so much Orange Show as it had
to do with the Rose Bowl parade.
01:37:00.000
And every year we would have a black history Queen we have our city had a White
Queen usually and she usually came from Orange County. We had a Latina queen, And
then we always had a Black queen. And so this one year, the, the Rose Bowl well oh
and San Bernardino would have a float in the Rose Bowl parade, so that our queens
could ride in the parade and so we'd have a multicultural parade, I mean float. Yeah,
well one year, this person decided that he didn't want the black Queen on the float. So
he said, whenever you raise money for the float then you can put who you want to on
there, we're not putting her on there, so he wouldn't put the girl on there. We went
bananas. And if you can look back in the news in the newspaper and you'll see what we
did to the newspaper, and to the person who did it. And to all the rest of those folks that
decided that our Black queen couldn't ride on the Rose Bowl parade. Rose Bowl was so
mad at San Bernardino they didn’t know what to do cause it went across the nation
saying that they kicked the black girl off. And then they said well we can't put her on
now, because the seating was set already and it was only set for three; That's how we
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designed it. So whenever it was finished, they designed it and put another one on there,
and the black girl did run. I mean did ride the parade, ride through the Rose Bowl.
Romaine Washington: I'll look that one up. I wanna read about that one.
Cheryl Brown: Oh yeah, if you can see it in the Black Voice you really get the flavor.
Romaine Washington; That's where I'm going. That's exactly where I’m going.
Cheryl Brown: You can find it, I think out of Cal State you could probably find it
because that's where our digital papers are.
Romaine Washington: Okay. Okay. What year was that?
01:39:11.000
Cheryl Brown: Years start running together when you get 77. I can't remember.
Romaine Washington: Okay, I'm gonna look around.
Hailey McKenzie: This is kind of like a set in now question, but what would you want to
tell younger generations, about current struggles for racial justice?
01:39:38.000
Cheryl Brown: To don't take your foot off the gas. To make sure that you finish the job
because we took our foot off in the 1960s after we did all the protests and all the
marching we did that here in San Bernardino. We did all the marching, all the protests.
We, I remember going down and picketing in Woolworths. And, and something
happened, we thought we had it made in the 70s. And everybody forgot what it was like
before. But when you forget your past,
Romaine Washington: , it comes back to haunt you.
Cheryl Brown: That’s right you're bound to repeat the mistakes of that past.
Romaine Washington: You talked about picketing and the marches and stuff. Could
you talk a little bit more about that.
01:40:35.000
Cheryl Brown: Oh, one day I guess the things that were happening across the nation,
were happening here, we had a Woolworths, and nobody really realized that we weren't
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really eating at the counter.No, we, we didn't know, we couldn't eat there its just that
nobody ever really ate there. We just went and went down and had a group of people
who put our signs up and picketed Woolworths because they were picketing back east.
And I remember one black person came down and was so mad at me. She said, Why
are you doing this. And we said because they're racist to us and they do this and they
do that. And she got so mad. She said, Well, I'm not honoring this picket. I'm going in
the store, she just walked brushed past us. So we had different kinds of people here.
Romaine Washington: I do remember my mother was not happy with some of
the...she's just making it hard, making it hard for everybody. She, she
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, your mom would have been one of those that said.
Romaine Washington: Yeah.
01:41:45.000
Cheryl Brown: And that might have to do with the military influences, because the
people who were on the base and who were military people. They did not get involved
in anything that was political like that or any kind of protest. Because they, they could
lose their Commission's they could lose, lose everything out of the service. And that's
why people who work in the military, had to get busy and had to carry the water for
everyone.
Romaine Washington: Okay. Makes sense. Well, that gives me some insight too
because we had two different views going on and that helps us.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, yeah, Yeah. Like I said military people, they were military, and
they were not allowed to get involved in anything that was like controversial in the, in the
black military people were even more, they were more careful and did not get involved,
because they knew that it would be harder on them, because they were black.
Hailey McKenzie: That’s very interesting because with the, with the Black Lives Matter
protests that were happening, Um, I know a lot of people in the military and they were
not allowed to participate whatsoever. So it's like still the same today.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, it's, it's called the Hatch act, or something like that, it's an actual
act that says that they're not allowed to do that. I don't know what happened with these
people that the stormed the capital and tried to overthrow the government. I don't know
what happened to them because some of them were military. And they knew they
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shouldn't do something like that. That's why they're going to get the book thrown at
them.
Romaine Washington: Ah, Oh my goodness, I am so full
Cheryl Brown: Romaine you are funny. And, I'm sorry, did we just did we just not let
you talk at all Hillary?
Hailey McKenzie: It's totally fine, soaking it all in.
Cheryl Brown: Hailey not Hillary
01:44:06.000
Cheryl Brown: Well Hillary Clinton did come to San Bernardino, and I did get a chance
to talk to her and take pictures with her and everything.
Romaine Washington: Yeah, yeah.
Cheryl Brown: We've had many, many important figures come to San Bernardino.
Romaine Washington: I do remember Jesse Jackson - Reverend Jesse Jackson
Cheryl Brown: Oh, Lord yes Jesse Jackson came to town. Jesse came to town, and he
was running for president. Yeah I have I have several pieces of memorabilia from his
presidential time.
Romaine Washington: Oh my goodness. And he was here though, again, about three
or four years ago at New Hope Missionary Baptist Church.
Cheryl Brown: He came over there. Uh huh. Yeah. He knows San Bernardino, and he
had a good feeling about us. Also, um, what was his name. He was a famous football
star. He saved Kennedy. He, I mean he didn't save him He when he was with Kennedy
when Kennedy was shot up in up in LA. Rosey Grier. He used to come down here all
the time too.
Romaine Washington: Yeah, I think I do remember hearing about that.
Cheryl Brown: And my aunt Zelma used to hang out with them over in LA at Miss
McClaney’s. At Miss McClaney’s motel. She always had stars and people coming there
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Romaine Washington: McClaney’s hotel?
Cheryl Brown: McClaney. Her name was… what’s Ms. McClaney’s first name Hardy?
Eula, Eula McClaney, and she's a, she was very very wealthy and she came she had a
book called From the Cotton Fields to to Los Angeles or to Beverly Hills, whatever. She
has a house at Holmby Hills. She's passed away, but her daughter has it. And Miss
McClaney and my mother knew each other in Pittsburgh. She knew she lived in
Pittsburgh. And when we came out here.We were like family. And so she had two
daughters, and she really really pulled herself up by her own bootstraps, and she
started buying property in LA.She bought one house in Holmby Hills that her daughter
lives in right now. And she has all kinds of property across Los Angeles.
01:47:00.000
Romaine Washington: Do you remember, Muhammad Ali coming to San Bernardino?
Cheryl Brown: Yes, yes. Muhammad Ali took my baby took I think it was Regina. And
he just threw her up in the air and I took pictures of all this and I can't find them
anywhere, but he took Regina, he fell in love. He said Oh look at this little girl, and she
was just maybe maybe she was six or seven years old or something. And she had
braids with beads on em, and he just kept throwing her up in the air and catching her.
Throwing her up in the air and catching her. And he did a movie, they did a movie down
at the Orange Show with Leon Kennedy. And Leon Kennedy did this, it was a remake
and since I didn't go to the movies - this particular movie they called me and said can
you get us some extras? And so I sent my good friend Eric Gray, and some of the other
ministers to be in the audience, and they were in African clothes, these people knew
had African clothes. Yeah. So they, they came to the audience. When I saw that movie.
I was so angry with Leon Kennedy, I could bite nails, because it was really really
raunchy. It was raunchy and all these ministers were in the audience for Leon Kennedy
I said you’ll never do me that way again cause I was so mad with him!
Romaine Washington: Oh my goodness [Laugs].
Cheryl Brown: But he was married to Jane Kennedy then.
Romaine Washington: Yeah. Now that was good, that's a good story.
Cheryl Brown: He did that at the Orange Show. I'll be right back.
Romaine Washington: Can you imagine. Hailey I'm sorry I'm just totally…
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Hailey McKenzie: No it’s totally okay.
01:32:33.000
Cheryl Brown; Like I told you there's, we got a lot of people, and your mother, she was,
she was the the queen of the Democratic Party around here.
Romaine Washington: Who, my mom?
Cheryl Brown: Uh huh.
Romaine Washington: I did not know that. I know very little, I know very little so
Cheryl Brown: You need to talk to my aunts because my aunts and her were friends
Romaine Washington: Who Norma and?
Cheryl Brown: Velma
Romaine Washington: Okay, I will, I will, I had no idea. I remember the names as you
were mentioning it. But, you know how it is grown folk business and childrens,
Cheryl Brown: And they didn't want you
Romaine Washington: in their business. Yeah, so I didn't know the whole I know my
Aunt Mary was - She loved ...Mary Grigsby. Yes, I know that she was really into politics.
Cheryl Brown: I hope I don't have her confused.
Romaine Washington: Maybe because Mary Grimsby my aunt was related to…
Cheryl Brown: Your mother had freckles. Didn’t she?
Romaine Washington: My aunt Mary she was darker complected. My, my mom was
lighter.
I don't, my mom didn't have freckles but my Aunt Mary did. And Mary was into politics a
lot. Oh, she was really she was the politician
Cheryl Brown: I think she belonged to St. Paul AME church too
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Romaine Washington: My mom did. My mom went to St. Paul. My aunt Lida was
buried, you know she had her services at St Paul. And actually we had my mom's
memorial services at St. Paul, huh.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, I remember, if I remember correctly, I remember that last time I
saw her at church and I can see where she was sitting.
Romaine Washington: Over on the left hand side.
Cheryl Brown; Yes. Yeah, I'm midway to church. Mm hmm, sit in the middle of the
pew. I always sat (inaudible) near back or near the front.
Romaine Washington: Yes, and my sons were with me. Oh, okay. So I need to talk to
them yeah my aunt was the one that… Now both of them were in the Swans Club for a
minute. And then I remember my mom was in the Swans club. She was mad that I didn't
want to be a debutante, but she fussed so much about the swans and the debutantes I
didn't want have anything to do with them.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah. I know, I know.
Romaine Washington: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. I'm going to type all this up I
took copious notes I know we're video recording it, but
Hailey McKenzie: I'm also I'm doing the transcripts.
Romaine Washington: Oh, so I could just have the transcript huh. Copy that.
Cheryl Brown: Edit out all of my uh’s and I can’t remember.
Romaine Washington: Oh my goodness. So, I know we're supposed to be doing
history Hailey. So,
Cheryl Brown: That is history.
Romaine Washington: Yes. And you and, yeah, yeah. Okay, I'm gonna - because
we've been going for more than an hour haven’t we?
Hailey McKenzie: Yeah so I think maybe we could stop here and then if we wanted to
schedule another one.
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Cherly Brown: That would be good that would give me an opportunity to look back
through some of my pictures and to think.
Hailey McKenzie: It'd be great if we could see some of those as well.
Cheryl Brown: Yeah, you want to see some of the pictures?
Romaine Washington: Yes, absolutely.
Cheryl Brown: Okay.
Hailey McKenzie: But this was great and then we can all email and find a time that
works to do a second interview.
Cheryl Brown: That'd be good. Okay.
Hailey McKenzie: Okay. Thank you so much.
Cheryl Brown: Thank you!

End of Interview:
[01:53:16]
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